Chapter IX

THE RELATIONS BETWEEN

OBSESSIONAL NEUROSIS AND

THE EARLY STAGES OF

THE SUPER-EGO

IN the previous chapter we considered the content and effects of the
early anxiety-situations of the individual. We shall now go on to
examine the way in which his libido and his relations to real objects
bring about a modification of those anxiety-situations.

Oral frustration leads to a search for new sources of gratification.1
As a result the little girl turns away from her mother. The father's
penis now becomes an early object of oral gratification, but at the
same time genital tendencies make their appearance.3

So far as the boy is concerned he also develops a positive relation-
ship to the father's penis out of the oral position of sucking, as breast
and penis are equated.3 The oral fixation to the father's penis
belonging to the sucking stage appears to me to be a fundamental
factor in the establishment of true homosexuality.4 Normally the
boy's fixation on the father's penis is counteracted by feelings of
hatred and anxiety that stem from awakening Oedipus tendencies.5

1 In his 'Notes on Oral Character-Formation' (1925), Edward Glover has
pointed out that frustration is a stimulating factor in the development of the
individual.

2 Cf. my papers, 'The Psychological Principles of Early Analysis' (1926)
and 'Early Stages of the Oedipus Conflict' (1928) [both in Writings, ij.

3 In his paper, 'Nach dem Tode des Urvaters' (1923), Roheim argues that
through having devoured the corpse of their primal father his sons came to
look on him as the nourishing mother. In this way, he thinks, they transferred
the love which they had hitherto felt for their mother alone, to their father as
well; and their attitude to him, from having been a purely negative one,
acquired a positive element.

4 Cf. Freud, Leonardo da Vinci and a Memory of his Childhood (1910). We shall
follow these developmental processes more closely in Chapter XII in discus-
sing the sexual development of the boy.

5 The following example, taken from direct observation, illustrates the
course of such a change from like to dislike. In the months which followed his
weaning, a small boy showed a preference for fish foods as well as a great
interest in fish in general. At the age of one he used often to look on with
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